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Marling School is a high achieving 11-16 grammar school for boys with a co-educational sixth form.
The school is rated by Ofsted as an Outstanding Provider, with Ofsted highlighting that “students
make excellent progress and their attainment is well above average” and that “the consideration
students show their teachers and each other creates a harmonious atmosphere that supports the
social and academic progress of all”. We are very proud of these comments and of the quality of
education we continue to offer our students.

Choosing a secondary school is a very important step so we want to help you make the right
decision.   At Marling School we are ambitious for our students and they thrive in a vibrant
academic environment that provides pace, challenge and support as they each strive to reach their
goals.   We place an emphasis on the development of skills alongside knowledge so that our
students become active and independent learners prepared for both further education and for
their place in an increasingly global society. Our younger students benefit enormously from time
spent with our sixth form students and the vast majority continue their A Level studies with us and
go on to secure the university place of their choice.

At Marling School we know that every individual is unique and we want every gift, talent and ability
to be recognised and developed. Through a balance of curricular and extra-curricular opportuni-
ties, we empower our students and allow them to explore their interests and develop their full
potential. Indeed we offer a vast array of clubs, activities and educational visits from music and
sport, science and engineering, to drama and debating.

From our tutors to our heads of key stage we provide a strong and effective pastoral system that
supports our drive for academic excellence. This system is founded on effective communication
and positive relationships with parents/carers and students. The strength of these relationships is
exemplified by the immense support we receive from our PSA who work tirelessly in their efforts
to help us to provide the very best opportunities and facilities for our students.

I hope you find this information useful and instructive and you enjoy your visit to the school.

Kind regards

Headteacher



FAQs
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Marling School is a selective school. To gain a place your child
must first sit and achieve the required standard in the Grammar
School Entrance Test.

You must complete a Grammar School Registration to enable your
son to sit the entrance test. Information on this will be found on the
Marling School website at the appropriate
time. If you would like to be added to the Year 5 mailing list for 2024
Entry, please complete the Google Form on our website (‘Joining
Us’ tab, then complete the ‘Year 5 Mailing List Form’ in the Open
Events section. It is preferable for you to register online and all
communication can then be sent by email. However, if you are
experiencing problems please contact the school well in advance of
the closing date (the school is not open on Saturdays and Sundays).
Once you have registered, as we approach the date of the test you
will be posted a letter detailing the timings of the test day and what
your son should bring.

The test consists of questions on verbal ability (comprehension,
vocabulary and verbal reasoning), numerical reasoning and non-
verbal reasoning. Instructions are provided by a prepared audio
soundtrack. There are two papers each lasting approximately one
hour which includes instructions and some worked examples. There
will be a break between the papers.

GL Assessment is the largest independent provider of educational
assessments in the UK, also providing assessment materials to
schools in over 100 countries worldwide. They have been
developing selection assessments for over 40 years and provide
tests to the majority of grammar schools in the country. GL
Assessment works hard to develop its material such that all children
are able to demonstrate their levels of attainment and academic
potential without excessive preparation.

A link is available on the school website to GL Assessment
Familiarisation which gives samples of the types of questions used
in the test.

Beyond the familiarisation material, GL Assessment advise that the
best preparation for the tests is to read books that challenge the
reader and practise mathematics on a regular basis.

In a typical year, results are issued in October, prior to the Common
Application Form (CAF) deadline of 31 October. As soon as a
decision is made on the actual date it will be published on the
Marling School website.

The CAF is the form on which parents put their choices of
secondary school in preference order. This forms the

basis for the county council to allocate secondary
schools. The
deadline for submission to county council is 31
October.

You can apply for a place at Marling School by completing
the Local Authority’s CAF for allocation of school places. If you

want your son to come to Marling School, we strongly recommend
you put Marling as your first preference.

Marling School does not have a catchment area.

Yes, any candidate who meets the qualigying standard will be
prioritised if they meet the ‘looked after chld’ (LAC) criteria, as
detailed in our Admissions Policy. This can be found on our website
under the ‘Joining Us’ tab in the ‘Admissions Policy’ section.

Yes, any candidate who meets the qualifying standard will be
prioritised if they are eligible to attract low income Pupil Premium
funding in accordance with our Admissions Policy. Independent and
verifiable evidence of Pupil Premium entitlement will be required
prior to sitting the test. Contact the Admissions Officer for details.
(Please note this does not include Service Pupil Premium).

Register to sit the Entrance Test in
Year 5

Between noon, Monday 22 May and
noon, Friday 30 June 2023

Entrance Test Saturday 16 September 2023

Results
Usually in October, prior to CAF
deadline (tbc)

Local Authority ‘Common
 Application Form’ (CAF) deadline

31 October 2023

Local Authority Allocation 1 March 2024
Local Authority notify parents of
the outcome of second round
allocations

After 29 March 2024

Waiting List ongoing

Those who have requested to go on the
waiting list, will remain on it until 31
December 2024. Once the second round
of allocations have been processed,
further requests to be included on the
waiting list can be actioned, providing
the candidate has met the Marling
School qualifying standard. The waiting
list is held strictly in rank order, not by
date of request to be included.

Appeals

Appeals must be logged in April 2024
for the hearings to take place in June
2024. Details of the appeals process
and deadlines can be found on our
website.



Sample Year 7 Timetable 2023/24
The school day starts at 8.40am and ends at 3.10pm

Week 1

Week 2

Design Technology subjects Food Preparation/Nutrition, Design and Technology projects are usually taught
on a carousel in Year 7 to enable students to experience working with a range of material areas and processes.

*Languages – all our Year 7 students study French.  Additionally, German or Spanish are allocated, enabling
our students to experience two foreign languages.

Minor alterations may be made to the Year 7 timetable in subsequent academic years.



Marling School Extra Curricular Activities

At Marling School we believe that education does not end when
formal lessons are over. Our DofE programme is incredibly
popular with many of our students participating from Year 9
upwards.  Students are encouraged to participate in clubs to
widen horizons, provide relaxation and enjoyment and will, we
hope, help to establish a life-long habit of participation and
constructive use of leisure time.  This is a sample of the
lunchtime and afterschool clubs currently on offer:

Instrumental Music
Tuition is available

for many instruments
and the current
brochure can be

found here

https://www.marling.school/teaching-and-learning#music-tuition


Exam Results 2022 - GCSE



Exam Results 2022 - A Level 2022



Marling School Transport Information




